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This publication is intended to be a summary of statistical information available on the 
Canadian fishing industry. Statistical tables, narrative sections and graphs have been included to 
highlight important areas. The statistics presented here cover two calendar years, i.e., 1982 and 
1983. It should be noted that the 1982 figures have been revised and should supersede those 
contained in any previous publication. More detailed information can be obtained from the 
Annual Statistical Review of Canadian Fisheries, published each year by the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. 


Prepared by: 


Statistics and Analysis Division 
Economic Policy Branch 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

Ottawa 


TABLE 
ee OF 
CONTENTS 
HIGHLIGHTS -<cceec veces sccscsee sce sece ee eeee ee te Page 2 
HUeIN be E Oc once GoonononoSoo Ac bbocodaccscocnencsscacnc Page 4 
PRODUCTION ces sos ses cecccccesec ce cece cece ceeeeseetes Page 8 
EXPORTG o <0 - 200 cos ccsecece selser sie cclecle se eaten cite Page 12 


IMPORTS ¢ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccescccccoocece Page 17 


EXPLANATION 
OF TERMS meee 
USED IN THIS PUBLICATION 


live weight - round weight 


edible weight - in consumption statistics, products not in edible form such as round 
or dressed or in shell have been converted to an edible weight equivalent 


landed value - this value is based on prices paid at the first sale of the fish as landed by 
the fisherman 


dressed - refers to fish with entrails removed and marketed as gutted head-on or 
gutted head-off 


blocks - a frozen slab of fish fillets 
tonne - a metric ton (1,000 kg or 2,204 lbs.) 
Symbols 

- nil or zero 


--- figures not available 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
1979-1983 


CANADIAN COMMERCIAL 
FISHERIES~HIGHLIGHTS 


Landings 


The major species landed by Canadian fishermen in 1983 were cod, herring and salmon. 
Landings have fluctuated slightly during the past five years. In 1980 they decreased 6% from the 
previous year to 1.3 million tonnes. Over the next year there was a small increase in the amount 
of fish landed but in 1983 landings dropped again, by 5%, back to the 1980 level of 1.3 million 
tonnes. This drop in landings was mainly the result of lower catches of groundfish and shellfish on 
the east coast. 


Production 


The total quantity of Canadian fish production has decreased slightly in each of the past two 
years (1% less in 1982 and 4% in 1983). However, the total value of these products has increased 
by around 5% each year. The last major increase in production levels occurred in 1981, when the 
quantity of fish products increased by 6% over the 1980 level and the value rose by 16%. Since 
then, however, production has gradually dropped back almost to the 1980 level even though the 
total production value has increased moderately each year. 


Exports 


The export of Canadian fish products increased steadily between 1980 and 1982 but took an 
8% drop in 1983. Canada exported 497 thousand tonnes of fish products valued at $1.6 billion in 
1983. A drop in the sales of frozen seafish accounted for most of the 1983 decrease. This drop was 
caused by stiff competition from countries such as Iceland and Norway and the strength of the 
Canadian dollar. The United States is Canada’s major market taking 60% of the fish products 
exported. Other major markets are the EEC, Japan and Central and South America. 


Imports 


The quantity of fish products imported into Canada held steady in 1981 but dropped by 13% 
in 1982. In 1983 imports rose by 6 thousand tonnes. In 1983 Canada imported 119,000 tonnes of 
fish products valued at $422 million. The majority of imports came from the United States, 
which accounted for 63% of imports in 1983. The 1983 increase was the result of a growth in 
imports from the United States. As well, imports from the EEC doubled and Japanese imports 
increased by 40%. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
1979 ~ 1983 


LANDINGS 


Atlantic Coast 


Every major groundfish species showed a decrease in landings from the previous year. Total 
1983 groundfish landings were about 7% lower than in 1982, with a corresponding 6% decrease in 
the total value of the fish landed. The species showing the largest percentage decreases in 
landings were haddock(14%), flatfish (17%) and hake (22%). However, cod, which accounted for 
68% of the total groundfish landed value, declined by only 2% in quantity and 4% in value. 


Total landings of pelagic fish on the Atlantic Coast were down by about 3% from the 1982 
level. However, the total landed value of pelagic fish showed a more dramatic decrease of about 
11%. Herring, which accounted for half of the total landed value of pelagics in 1983, declined 16% 
in value from the previous year (landings of herring were 3% less). Salmon landings also showed a 
significant decrease of 21% in 1983. Mackerel was the only pelagic species showing a major 
increase in landings, 18% over the 1982 level. 


Total shellfish landings on the east coast decreased 17% in quantity from 1982 to 1983 but 
higher prices resulted in a 24% increase in value. A large portion of the 17% decrease in landings is 
accounted for by the drop in squid landings, which were almost non-existent in 1983. However, 
the overall decrease in landings of the more lucrative types of shellfish was not so dramatic. In 
fact, lobster and shrimp landings increased by 21% and 11% respectively, bringing about a 26% 
increase in the landed value of lobster and a 17% increase in the value of shrimp landings. Scallop 
landings were down 21% from 1982, the second year in arow that sucha dramatic drop occurred, 
but the landed value of scallops was up by 17%. Similarly, crab landings were down by 15% but the 
landed value of crab showed a sharp increase of 42%. 


Pacific Coast 


Total landings on the Pacific coast showed an increase of over 22,000 tonnes, or 14%, above 
the 1982 level. The total landed value of $202 million represents a 16% decrease from 1982. 
Salmon and herring were by far the most important species, together accounting for 73% of the 
total value of all fish landed on the west coast. Salmon catches increased by 7% mainly due to the 
higher landings of pink salmon. However, declined landings of higher value species such as 
chinook and sockeye plus generally depressed ex-vessel prices resulted in a significant decrease 
of 37% in the landed value of salmon catches. Herring landings rebounded from a poor year in 
1982, showing a 33% increase in the quantity landed and an even higher (39%) increase in landed 
value. Groundfish landings, accounting for 18% of the total landed value of all fish, also showeda 
significant increase of 15% in quantity and 30% in value. Shellfish landings increased only slightly 
(3%) but the total value of these landings was 22% higher than in 1982. 


Inland Fisheries 


In 1983 overall freshwater landings declined 13% from the 1982 level of 57,743 tonnes to 
50,000 tonnes. The total landed value is estimated to be $51 million. 


NOMINAL CATCHES 
AND 
LANDED VALUES 
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Redfish 
17,430 


Haddock 
23,078 


Cod 
195,352 


311,568 


250,805 


Redfish 
18,991 


Haddock 
24,297 


Salmon 
171,156 


Mackerel 
4,436 


Herring 


195,985 


Salmon 
108,797 


Mackerel 
5,083 


Herring 
67,604 


247,741 


Lobster 
112,792 


Scallop 
60,537 


Other 
34,194 


Lobster 
141,883 


Scallop 
70,755 


TABLE 1 - 


NOMINAL CATCH 
AND LANDED VALUE 
BY MAIN SPECIES 
Quantity (Q) in tonnes, 


live weight - 


Value (V) in $000 
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- Preliminary. 
- Includes grey cod only. 

- Includes over-the-side sales 
to foreign vessels. 

- Estimates. 


SPECIES 


Flatfishes 
Turbot 
Pollock 
Hake 
Cusk 
Catfish 
Other 


TOTAL PELAGIC 
AND OTHER FINFISH 


Herring 
Mackerel 


TOTAL SHELLFISH 
Clams 

Oysters 

Scallop 

Squid 

Lobster 

Shrimps 

Crab 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
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PRODUCTION 


Atlantic Coast 


Total wholesale value generated by the Atlantic fish processing industry in 1983 was up by 
$51.8 million, or 4% over the 1982 level. Cod, in its various product forms, accounted for about 
30% of the total value of all products. Production of cod blocks was up by 27% over 1982 while salt 
cod production was down by the same percentage. 


The total quantity of herring products was 8% less than in 1982, with the largest drop in the 
whole or dressed and canned categories. 


Total shellfish production was down 15% in quantity but up 22% in value. Lobster and crab 
products, accounting for 63% of the total value of shellfish products, increased in value by 32% 
and 16% respectively in 1983. The largest increase in value was shown by shrimp products, 74% 
higher than in 1982. 


Pacific Coast 


In 1983, the total wholesale value generated by the British Columbia processing industry 
was up by 10% to $512.6 million from the $466.2 million recorded in 1982. Most of this increase 
can be accounted for by increased production of salmon in 1983. There also occurred in 1983 a 
shift to canned salmon production instead of whole or dressed. Canned salmon production 
increased by 83% in quantity and 77% in value in 1983 while less product was sold in the whole or 
dressed form. This probably reflects a recovery from the botulism scare of 1981/82 which 
adversely affected markets for canned salmon. 


Herring production was also up in 1983, 30% higher than the previous year in terms of 
quantity and 26% in value. This reflects the higher level of 1983 herring landings. Together, 
salmon and herring accounted for about 83% of the total wholesale value generated by B.C. 
processors in 1983. 


Inland Fisheries 


The 1983 production level of the inland fisheries declined to 38,000 tonnes from a 1982 
quantity of 43,000 tonnes. The value of production declined 8% from 1982, and is estimated 
to be $109 million for the year 1983. 
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TABLE 2 - 


FISHERY PRODUCTS AND 


VALUES BY MAIN 
PRODUCT GROUPS 
AND SPECIES 
Quantity (Q) in tonnes, 
product weight - 

Value (V) in $7000 


- Preliminary. 
- Estimates. 
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- Includes crab sections. 
- Quantity excludes number 


PRODUCTS 
AND 
SPECIES 


SEAFISH 


Fresh and Frozen, Whole 


or dressed 
Cod 
Halibut 
Herring 
Mackerel 
Salmon 
Capelin 
Fresh and Frozen Fillets 


Flounders & Soles 
Herring 
Frozen Blocks 
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Herring 
Oilc 
Groundfish 
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Shrimp 
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Canned Shellfish 


Clams 
Lobster 
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EXPORTS 


In 1983, Canada exported 497,472 tonnes of fish products valued at $1.6 billion. The 
value of Canadian exports of fishery products decreased $40 million in 1983, a 2% drop from the 
preceding year. In terms of volume this decrease represented 52,606 tonnes, or anl0%drop in 
volume. Salmon and herring from the west coast and cod, flatfish, crab, lobster and scallops 
from the east coast were the main species exported. Canada exported 71% of its production in 
1983. 


Once again the United States was Canada’s major market, taking 60% of all the fish 
products the country exported in 1983. Exports to the United States grew by 4,414 tonnes in 
1983, a 2% increase from 1982. Total exports to the United States were valued at $966 million. 


All Canada’s major export markets showed a decrease in sales activity during 1983, except 
the United States. The general decline in sales volume in markets other than the United States 
was mostly due to the strength of the Canadian dollar. Canada’s major markets for fish 
exports are: United States 60%; EEC 15%; and Japan 9%. The most notable decrease in exports 
was to the European countries that are not members of the EEC. Exports to these countries 
decreased by 30,937 tonnes valued at $48.8 million. Canada’s other major markets, the EEC, 
Japan, and Central and South America showed reductions in volume of 3%, 31% and 16% 
respectively. 


A drop in the sales of frozen seafish, prepared in the filleted, dressed or whole state, 
accounted for most of the 1983 decrease in exports. One cause of this drop was stiff competition 
from countries such as Iceland and Norway. The export of shellfish and freshwater products fell 
by 14% overall. The sale of fresh fillets and frozen blocks showed an appreciable increase, but not 
enough to counterbalance the sales drop in almost all other types of fish products. 
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TABLE 3 - 

CANADIAN EXPORTS BY 
MAIN PRODUCT GROUPS 
AND COUNTRIES 

Quantity (Q) in tonnes, 
product weight - 

Value (V) in $000 


a - Preliminary. 

b - Quantity excludes seal skins 
which are reported in 
numbers. 
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PRODUCTS 
AND 


COUNTRIES 


SEAFISH 
Whole or Dressed, Fresh 
United States 
WSR: 
Whole or Dressed, Frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Japan 
Fillets, Fresh 
United States 
Fillets, Frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Blocks, Frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Smoked 
United States 
Dominican Republic 
Haiti 
Salted and Dried 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Portugal 
Dominican Republic 
Puerto Rico 
Cured and Pickled 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Sweden 
Haiti 
Canned 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Australia 
New Zealand 
Meal 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Oil 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Roe 
Japan 
Other Seafish Products 
United States 
SHELLFISH 
In Shell and Meat, Fresh and Frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Japan 
Canned 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Japan 
MISCELLANEOUS b 
United States 
European Economic Community 
TOTAL SEA FISHERIES 
FRESHWATER FISH 
Whole or Dressed, Fresh and Frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Japan 
Fillets and Blocks, fresh and frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
TOTAL EXPORTS - ALL GROUPS 


515 046 


27 116 
16 060 

1 008 

7 454 

7 916 

6 483 
896 

550 078 


342 675 
248 804 
54 793 
29 192 
22 568 
6 188 

7 570 

1 594 
13 709 
3 114 

7 087 

1 523 949 


45 378 

31 695 

2 761 

7 865 

42 343 
34 385 

3 657 

1 611 670 


SUMMARY 
BY MAIN 
COUNTRIES 


1982 
Q V 


United States 


294 106 893 615 
53% 55% 


European Economic Community 
77 001 256 534 
14% 16% 


Other European Countries 
TA 18) 111 445 
13% 7% 


Central and South America 
29 635 65 312 
5% 4% 


Japan 
63 802 236 432 
12% 15% 


All Other Countries 


13 809 48 332 
3% 3% 
TOTAL, ALL COUNTRIES 

550 078 1 611 670 


100% 100% 


1983 
Q Vv 


United States 


298 520 966 413 
60% 62% 


European Economic Community 
74 807 248 775 


15% 16% 
381 567 
303 690 Other European Communities 
41 022 40 788 62 688 
24 170 8% 4% 


20 899 
1932 

9 190 

1 838 

9 613 

2 701 

3 696 

1 496 159 


Central and South America 
24 798 52 745 
5% 3% 


Japan 
43 930 195 987 
9% 12% 


All other countries 
14 629 44 868 
3% 3% 


TOTAL, ALL COUNTRIES 
497 472 1 571 476 
100% 100% 


39 064 
30 378 
JA pee 
2 273 
36 253 
31 282 


3 188 
497 472 1571 476 
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CANADIAN EXPORTS 
BY 
MAIN COUNTRIES 


Quantity in Tonnes, Product Weight 


| _ ——s — 
| 
77,001 
en SOT os 
63,802 
‘i 40,788 43,930 


, Other European Central and South All Other 


Value in $000. 


256,534 


| 248,775 236,432 
f 1 195,987 
| 
111,445 | 
| 62,688 65,312 
ro | 


[ie | woes | wa | we | oe | oe | om 


United States EEC Other European Central and South 
Countries America 
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IMPORTS 


Canada imported 119,037 tonnes of fish products in 1983, valued at $422 million. Total 
imports of fish products in 1983 were up by 6,504 tonnes, or 6% from the 1982 level. The value 
of these imports also increased from 1982, by 19%. The main fish products imported by Canada 
are: fresh and frozen seafish 31%; fresh and frozen shellfish 18%; and canned seafish and shell- 
fish 21%. 


The majority of imports came from the United States which accounted for 63% of all fish 
products imported in 1983. The import of United States fish products showed a marginal 
increase of 1,172 tonnes, or 2% more than in 1982. This represented a 14% increase in the value of 
fish products imported from the United States. 


The major countries from which Canada imports are the United States, the EEC, Japan, and 
Central and South America. Of these countries, there was only a decrease in the imports from 
Central and South America. In 1983, imports from the EEC more than doubled the 1982 level, 
amounting to 9,642 tonnes valued at $18.2 million. Japanese imports increased by a significant 
42% to 7,716 tonnes. 


Imports of most types of fish products increased in 1983. The only major exception was 
salted and dried fish, imports of which dropped by 127 tonnes to 998 tonnes. Imported canned 
fish products showed the greatest increase in 1983. These products accounted for 39% of the 
total growth in imports in terms of both quantity and value. The import of fish meal more than 
doubled in 1983 with an increase of 3,395 tonnes over 1982. Shellfish imports rose by 6% or 2,516 
tonnes valued at $39 million. Total shellfish imports are worth $235 million and account for more 
than half of the value of all 1983 imports. 
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IMPORTS 


CANADIAN IMPORTS 
BY 


MAIN PRODUCT GROUPS 


Quantity in Tonnes, Product Weight 


71,431 


Other 
4,041 


67,222 


Other 
5,410 


Meal and Oil 
2,901 


Meal and Oil 
6,811 


Canned 
Canned 
15,405 bay 
Cured or eeeaey 
Pickled oe 
143 
Salted or Dried 


Salted or Dried 
1,125 998 


Smoked 
233 


Smoked 
273 


Other 
16,314 


Steaks, Blocks, etc. 
Fresh or Frozen 


Steaks, Blocks, etc. 
Fresh or Frozen 
4,776 


y 


Fresh or Frozen 
37,229 


Fresh or Frozen 
37,180 


Fresh or Frozen 
21,794 


Fresh or Frozen 
18,583 


2,135 
Fresh or Frozen Fresh or Frozen 
2,135 1,914 


Value in $000 


235,023 


Other 
1,293 


1,914 


196,172 


Canned 
a 42,945 
180,583 , 
Other 
\ 6,485 Canned 
Meal and Oil po cos 
151,576 2,157 
Other 
5,733 Canned 
Meal and Oil 71,575 
1,039 
Canned Cured or 
54.232 Pickled 
Cured or 601 
Pickled Salted or 
225 Dried 
Salted or Dried 3,959 
3,780 Smoked 
1,128 Fresh or Frozen 
Smoked ae 
nat Fresh or Frozen 
161,394 
Steaks, Blocks, etc. 
Steaks, Blocks, etc. Fresh ete 
Fresh or Frozen 13,454 
12,261 


Fresh or Frozen 
Fresh or Frozen 81,224 


73,549 


6,266 6,128 


| Fresh or Frozen Fresh or Frozen 
| 6,266 6,128 
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CANADIAN IMPORTS 
BY 


MAIN COUNTRIES 


= 7 i 5 


Other European Central and South All Other 
: 3 Japan 
Countries America Countries 


239,371 


40,151 39,858 


Other European Central and South All Other 
Countries America Countries 


United States EEC 


% 


IMPORTS 


TABLE 4 - 

CANADIAN IMPORTS BY 
MAIN PRODUCT GROUPS 
AND COUNTRIES 

Quantity (Q) in tonnes, 
product weight - 

Value (V) in $000 


a - Preliminary. 

b - Excludes quantity of sardines 
and anchovies reported in 
numbers and boxes. 
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PRODUCTS 
AND 
COUNTRIES 


SEAFISH 
Fresh or Frozen 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Spain 
Ghana 
Ivory Coast 
Steaks, Blocks, etc., Fresh or Frozen 
United States 
Smoked 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Salted or Dried 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Hong Kong 
Cured or Pickled 
United States 
European Economic Community 
Canned b 
United States 
Japan 
Philippines 
Thailand 
Fiji 
Meal 
United States 
Oil 
United States 
United Kingdom 
Other Seafish Products 
United States 
European Economic Community 


SHELLFISH 
Fresh or Frozen 
United States 
Hong Kong 
Cuba 
Mexico 
Ecuador 
Canned 
United States 
Japan 
South Korea 
Thailand 
Other Shellfish Products 
United States 
TOTAL SEA FISHERIES 


FRESHWATER FISH 
Fresh or Frozen 
United States 


TOTAL IMPORTS - ALL GROUPS 


110 312 


2 135 
1 879 


112 447 


161 394 | 


106 928 
12 961 
20 949 

4 988 
2 736 

33 603 

13 433 

5 019 

7 985 

3 486 
1175 
117s 
347 748 


6 266 
5 627 


354 014 


117 037 


1914 
1555 


118 951 


190 785 
115 002 
22 864 
13.557 
6 108 
250 
42 945 
16 156 
4 4]1 

7 564 

8 408 

1 293 

1 289 
415 606 


6 128 
5 123 


421 734 


SUMMARY 
BY MAIN 
COUNTRIES 


1982 
Q V 


United States 
TES PAL 209 328 
65% 59% 


European Economic Community 
4 676 9 305 
4% 3% 


Other European Countries 


6 330 14 424 
6% 4% 


Central and South America 
4 185 40 151 
4% 11% 


Japan 
5 449 22 836 
5% 7% 


All Other Countries 
18 536 57 970 
16% 16% 


TOTAL, ALL COUNTRIES 
112 447 354 014 
100% 100% 


1983 
Q V 


United States 


74 393 239 371 
63% 57% 


European Economic Community 
9 642 18 234 
8% 4% 
Other European Countries 
2779 13 046 
2% 3% 
Central and South America 


4 014 39 858 
3% 10% 


Japan 
7 716 30 268 
71% 7% 


All Other Countries 


20 407 80 957 
17% 19% 


TOTAL, ALL COUNTRIES 
118 951 421 734 
100% 100% 


Notes: 
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